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HE Deſign of this extrarordinary 

Decree is not either more or leſs 

than to engage the Empire in a 

formal Declaration againſt the Queen of 
Hungary, which without all doubt is intended 
to ſupport more vigorous Meaſures, perhaps to 
be made the handle for afſembling whatis ſome- 
times called a Neutral, ſometimes an Impetial 
Army ; and which, whatever it may be cal- 
led, is moſt certainly deſigned to do what the 
A 2 French 


-(.4) 
French Armies could not do, that is, vile 


all the Princes and States of the Empire 
under the abſolute Dominion of a Gallici Zea 


'T 


a 


In order to apprehend the Matter rightly, 
we muſt enter a little into the Hiſtory of this 
Controverſy, when the Auſtrians had beat 
M. Broglio out of Bavaria, and the Allies 
had defeated M. Noailles at the Battle of 
Dettingen, the French King found it high 
time to ſend for his Troops back into his 
own Country; but as the French never will 
allow that they run away, his moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty's Miniſter to the Diet at Francfort, 
M. de la Noue, delivered a kind of Memo- 
rial, in which he ſets forth the Reaſons of 
his Maſter's withdrawing his Auxiliaries, ad- 
ding that it was expected at the fame time 
that the Auxiliaries of the Queen of N 
ſhould withdraw too. 


Her Hungarian Majeſty's Miniſters pet- 
ceiving the Deſign of this Memorial, thought 
| propel 


(5) 
proper to drawup the Paper dated 23d of Sep- 
tember 174.3;Which gave occaſion to all this Diſ- 
pute, and engaged the new Elector of Mens, 
in vertue of his Office as Chancellor of the 


Empire, . to tranſmit this Contra-Memorial 


with the Proteſts annexed to the publick 
Dictature of the Diet of the Empire, in order 
to convince the Princes and States of the 
German Empire, that the Queen of Hungary 


and her Auxiliaries remained armed with no 


other view than to ſupport the true Intereſt 
of Germany againſt ſuch as would ſacrifice 
them to the ambitious Deſigns of France. 


It was natural to ſappoſe, that this would 
alarm the Emperor and his Party ; and there- 
fore there very ſoon appeared a warm Reſcript 
from the Emperor, in which this Paper was 
complained of in the ſtrongeſt Terms, and no 
Pains were ſpared to rouze all the Princes and 


States of the Empire againſt the Queen of 


Hungary ; who, on the other hand defended 
herſelf by ſeveral vigorous Writings ; at laſt 
when the Deſign of the Imperial Court be- 


gan, 


1 
| 
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gan more plainly to appear, bis Britannick 
Majeſty by his Letter of the 23d of October 
1743, took the pains to explain the whole 
Matter in the cleareſt and moſt friendly Terms 
poſſible to his Imperial Majeſty, in hopes by 
this gentle Method to have engaged the Em- 
peror to have let this Matter fall, On the 
other hand, the King of Pruſſia wrote and 
publiſh'd a Letter upon the ſame Occaſion 
wherein he appears to con ſider this Matter in 
the ſame light with the Emperor, but affect 
to make uſe of harſher, ſtronger, and more 
violent Terms. The Elector of Mentz i; 
alſo ſaid to have written in his own Juſtifi- 
cation; but of this we can ſay nothing, be- 
cauſe hitherto it has not appeared. 


The Emperor, not contented with cauſing 
a long, and very well drawn Juſtification of 


his Proceedings to be publiſhed in German 
and French, ſoon after ſent abroad a very long 


and laboured Anſwer to his Britan - Ma- 
jelty's Letter; but what muſt appear extraor- 


(7) : 
dinary, and even aſtoniſhing; this Letter is 
dated the 22d of November 1743, and before 
he could poſſibly know what Effect it would 
have upon the King, he tranſmits this furious 
Decree to the Dictature of the Diet at Franc- 
firt, by which it plainly appears, that as he 
has already drawn the Sword, he is now ready 
to throw away the Scabbard. For if the Diet 
in Compliance with this Decree ſhould not 
only cancel and expunge the Queen of Hun- 
zary's Memorial and Proteſt, but ſhould alſo 
addreſs a ſtrong Remonſtrance to his Imperial 
Majeſty, requeſting him to ſupport his and 
their Authority, there can be nothing plainer 
or more manifeſt, than that this is intended 
to colour the aſſembling an Imperial Army ; 
and what tallies exa&ly with, our Conjecture, 
the fame Mail "that brought us this Paper 
brought us Advice that the Emperor is re- 
mounting his Cavalry, recruiting his Infantry, 
nd as he lately made a grand Promotion of 
General Officers, ſo he has now declared that 
be intends a conſiderable Augmentation of his | 
forces. Neither is it at all improbable that | 

| the 


(8) 
the Bridges which the French have lately 
thrown over the Rhine, and the Work 
conſtructed on the other Side of that River 
may be intended to fend over a great Body of 
Troops to join theſe Imperial Forces, or per- 
haps another formidable Army to act in Con- 
junction with them. But this, Time which 
reveals all Things, muſt explain. 
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Decret Commiſſienel 


DE SA 
MAJESTE IMPERIALE, 


Portè a la DICTATURE dela 


DIE TT E, 


Le 11 de ce Mois, &c, 


IN 


| THE 


Commiſſorial Decree 


, OF HIS 

IMPERIAL MAJESTY, 
Tranſmitted to the DICTATURE of the = 

Diet of the Empire, 


On the 11th of this Month, c. 


B 2 2 17.37 


Decret Commiſſienel 
'DE 

S. M. IMPERTALE, 

Porte à la DICTATURE de la 


DIE T T E. 


L eſt univerſellement connu, que 8. M. 

Imprieriale, aujourd'huy Regnante, a 

Etc . unaniment Elus par les Electeurs; 

conformEment a Vancienne coſitame ; qu cl 

en a ete-choifie, pour Etre le Chef Supreme 

de VEmpire, & qu elle a Ete auſſitöt recon- 
nue en cette qualite par toutes les Puiſſances 
Etrangeres, ainſi que de tout VEmpire Ro- 
main, & de ſes fideles Etats, qui en ont de- 
montrè une Satisfaction generale. 


— 
f 
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Perſonne n'ignore, qu'auſſitöt que S. M. 
Imp. eut commence fon glorieux Regne, 
elle avoit invite aupres de ſoi tous les Etats, W 

yo 


a | 
L eee N 
THE 
CoMMS8ORIAL DE CR EE 
OF 


His IMpERiar MajesTY, 
Tranſmitted to the DICTATURE of the 


| DIET of the EMPIRE. 


J* is univerſally known, that his Imperial 
Majefty now reigning has been unani- 
mouſly choſen by the Electors, con- 
formable to the ancient Cuſtom ; that he was 
me choſen to be the ſupreme Head of the Em- 
on- pire; and that he has been alſo acknowledged 
os WM in that Quality by all Foreign Powers, as well 
zo. as by the whole Roman Empire, and all his 
Je. faithful States, who have thewn thereat tho 
moſt general Satisfaction. 


M. Nobody can be ignorant, that immediate- 
ne, ly after his Imperial Majeſty had begun his 
ats glorious Reign, he invited to him all the 
our States 


(14) 


bout Vaſſtmbler en Diette à Francfort, ain 


d'y affermir la confiance, qu'il doit Etre entre 


le Chef Supreme, & les Membres de I Em- 


pire; & que pour 8'y conformer, les Elec- 
teurs, Princes & Etats de ! Empire y ont en- 
voiè au grand contentement de 8. M. Imp, 
leurs tres illuſtres Conſeillers, Ambaſſadeurs 
& Envoyez, qui juſqu'icy ne ſe laſſent pas de 
deliberer, en grande Union, des matietes qui 
concernent ! Empire. 


Cependant il a paru un Ecrit rempli 
d'expreſſions les plus rudes, accompagne 
d'autres pieces, avec une ſoit diſante proteſta- 
tion, de certains Miniſtres, dont la Cour ne 
reconnoit ni 8. Imp. ni la Diette preſente de 
I Empire, & qui par cette raiſon ne ſont ad- 
miſſibles en aucune fagon ; les ont produites, 
& enſuite portees a la Dictature publique de 
la Diette, ſous la date du 23 Septembre de 
Vannee courante, & dans les quelles il eſt de- 
clare, qu on ne rèconnoiſſoit pas fa Dignite 
Imperiale en la Perſonne de S. M. Imp. en 
declarant nulle l Election qui en a te faite 

unanument ; 
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States in order to their aſſembling in a Gene- 
ral Diet at Francfort, thereby to ſtrengthen 
that Confidence which ever ought to reign 
between the ſupreme Head and Members of 
the Empire; and to confirm which, the E- 
lectors, Princes and States of the Empire, 
ſent thither, to the great Satisfaction of his 
Imperial Majeſty, their moſt illuſtrious 
Counſellors, Ambaſſadors and Envoys, who 
to this very Day have never ceaſed to deli- 
berate with great Unanimity on Matters re- 
lating to the Empire. 


Notwihſtanding this, a certain Writing 
has appeared full of harſh Expreſſions, accom- 
panied by certain other Pieces ; and, amongſt 
the reſt, one which wears the Form of a Pro- 
teſt of certain Miniſters, whoſe Court neither 
acknowledges his Imperial Majeſty, nor the 
preſent Diet of the Empire, and who for that 
Reaſon are not admiſſable in any manner; yet 
they have been produced, and afterwards tranſ- 
mitted to the Publick Dictature of the Diet, 
under the Date of the 23d of September of the 
current Year; and in which it is declared, 
that they do not acknowledge the Imperial 


Dignity, by declaring null the Election, 


which has been unanimouſly made, and 
wherein 


616.) 
unaniment; & qui nomme la Diette preſents 
de I Empire; pretenduꝭ afſemblce ; & illegi- 
time tout ce qui s'y traite, ou Sy conclut pour 
nul, & de nulle valeur, & cela dune maniete 


_ a plus preſſante, & juſqu ici inconnuꝭ & in- 
uſitèe, gerek le ener bs 


| e uncl dee Ele Rem Nö & Et 
as St. Empire Romain, peuvent connoitre 
que la Dignite ſupreme de 8. Imp. de meme, 
que les Prerogatives, Privileges les Immunitez 
& Thonneur de l' Empire, ſont ſenſiblement 
leſex, & qu'on ne tend qu'a ſapper fa conſti- 
tution fondamentale; en contrediſant la qua- 
lite du Chef ſupreme en pleine Diette ; ainſſ 
que la legalite de Vaſſemblee de Empire, en 
dſant en pleine face, lui declarer par une 
Dictateur publique, qu'ou la tient pour une 
Diette pretendue, illégitime, & invalide, 
laquelle, il ne ſe pouvoit rien conclure de va- 
lable; comme sil dependoit d'un unique Co- 
Etat, qui ne reconnoit ni le Chef ſupreme, 
ni TAſſemblée des Etats de I Empire, de 
priver la Diette de ſon activitè; pretendant 
qu elle la prenne de lui; Et ceci reſteroit pour 
un monument Eterne] a la Poſtéritè, pam 
les actes de Ie ; 
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(17) 
wherein the preſent Diet of the Empire is 
ſtyled a pretended and illegal Aſſembly, de- 
claring all therein treated or concluded null 
and of no value, and this in the ſtrongeſt 
Manner and in Terms hitherto unknown, 
and unuſed in the Records of the Empire. 


The Electors, Princes, and States of the 
Holy Roman Empire muſt by this be con- 
vinced, that the ſupreme Dignity of his Im- 
perial Majeſty, as well as the Prerogatives, 
Privileges, Immunities, and Honour of the 
Empire are ſenſibly wounded ; and that it 
hath no other Tendency than to fap its 
fundamental Conſtitution by queſtioning the 
Quality of its ſupreme Head in a full Diet, 
as well as the Legality of the Aſſembly of 
the Empire, by daring in its Face to declare 
by its publick Dictature, that they hold it 
for a pretended illegal and invalid Diet, where- 
in there can be nothing lawfully concluded 
as if it depended upon any ſingle Co-Eſtate 
which acknowledges neither the ſupreme 
Head nor the Aſſembly of the States of the 
Empire to deprive the Diet of its Activity by 
pretending not to own it, and ſhall this remain 
as an eternal Monument to Poſterity among 
the Acts of the Empire? 

G | Being 
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Etant une choſe qui contredit toute raiſon; 
ne pas reconnoitre le Chef ſupreme, de! Em- 


pire, & de la Diette, & cependant porter A 
la Dictature de la meme Diette, & exiger 
qu'on en ſoit recu & place dans fes Actes, 


On noſeroit pretendre de la plus baſſe In- 


ſtance, une pareille Enormite, par laquelle 
ont attaqueroit d'une maniere ſi intolerable fa 
Legalite ; ſans quelle gen réſſentit, & encore 
bien moins d'en exiger, qu'elle placit dans ſes 
actes un Document qui tendit a ſa honte, & à 
ſa proſtitution. 


8. M. Imp. par fon Equité naturelle ſeroit 
bien eloignee, de limiter ou d empècherà un Co- 
Etat de Empire la voie de proteſtation permiſe 
a un chacun, pourvũ qu'elle ſe fas en des termes 
moderez & decens, pour le maintien & la 
conſervation de ſes Droits. Il ne ſauroit E- 
chaper à la penetration des Electeurs, Princes 
& Etats, combien ce mentionne procede 
S eloigne de la vaſe d'une Proteſtation permile, 
qui au lieu de ſe tenir dans les Iimites d'une 

ſtimple 
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Being as it is a Thing directly repugnant 
to all Reaſon, not to acknowledge the ſu- 
preme Head of the Empire, and of the Diet, 
and notwithſtanding to tranſmit this to the 
Dictature of the fame Diet, and to expect 


that it ſhould be received and placed amongſt 
its Acts, 


They dare not ſo much as pretend even to 
the loweſt Inſtance of any ſuch Enormity, 
by which they have attacked in a manner ſo 
intolerable its Legality, without its reſenting 
it, much leſs exaCting, that it ſhould place 
amongſt its Acts a Document tending ſo di- 
rectly to its Shame and Proſtitution. 


His Imperial Majeſty, from his natural E- 
quity, 1s very far from limiting or reſtraining 
any Co-Eſtate of the Empire, in that manner 
of proteſting which is permitted to each State, 
provided it be conceived in moderate and de- 
cent Terms proper for maintaining and ſup- 
porting of its Rights. It cannot eſcape the 
Penetration of the Electors, Princes, and 
States, to what degree the before-mention'd 
Proceeding exceeds the Meaſure of a legal 
Proteſt, which inſtead of containing its ſelf 

C 2 within 
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ſimple Reſervation, pour maintenir ſon Droit 
pretendu, $'emancipe, en des expreſſions les 
plus indecentes, d'attaquer la Dignite, & Ma- 
jeſte du Chef Supreme, ainſi que la Gran- 
deur, Honneur, V Autorite, & Prerogative 
de tout VEmpire, aſſemble en Diette. 


8. M. Imp. ſe trouvant obligce en vertu de 
la Dignite Supreme, & celle de I'Empire, 
ainſi que de fa Gloire, fa Grandeur & ſes Prè- 
rogatives contre toutes atteintes. 


Elle ne ſauroit regarder ces pieces, dont it 
a te fait mention ci. deſſus, que ſur le pic de 
nulle yaleur, & indignes de la Dictature, & 
elle a une confiance indubitable & paternelle 
dans les Electeurs, Princes & Etats, qu' ils en- 
viſageront du meme coil en bons Patriotes 
_ Germains leſdites Pieces, qui tendent a Vavi- 
liſſement de la Glorie de tout l' Empire Ro- 
main; & les rejetteront des Acts de l' Empire, 
les declareront fro non Didtatis, & ne tarde- 
ront pas à les biffer; & addreſſeront a 8. M. 
Imp. un vigoureux avis, par lequel la Dignite 


& VAutorite du Chef Supreme de I Empire, 
| fes 
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within the Limits of a ſimple Reſervation 
for the Maintenance of its pretended Right 
runs out into the, moſt indecent Expreſſions, 
attacking the Dignity and Majeſty of the 
ſupreme Head as well as the Grandeur, Ho- 


nour, Authority and Prerogative of the whole 
Empire aſſembled in the Diet. 


His Imperial Majeſty finding himſelf ob- 
liged to ſupport the ſupreme Dignity, and 
that of the Empire as well as his Glory, 


Grandeur and Prerogatives againſt all At- 
tacks, 


He cannot help regarding theſe Pieces 
which have been before-mention'd on the 
Foot of Things invalid and unworthy of the 
Dictature; and he has that paternal and in- 
dubitable Confidence in the Electors, Princes 
and States, to ſuppoſe that they will ſee in 
the ſame Light as good German Patriots, the 
ſaid Pieces which tend to villify the Glory of 
the whole Roman Empire, and reject them 
from the Acts of the Empire, declaring them 
pro non Dictatis, and will not heſſitate at 
cauſing them to be expunged, and addreſſing 
to his Imperial Majeſty a vigorous Remon- 


ſtrance by which the Dignity and Authority 
of 


(22) 

ſts Loix univerſelles & la Conſtitution fondas 
mentale ſoient miſes en ſureté une fois pout 
toutes, contre de ſemblables & intolerables 
atteintes. | | 


Franchfort, tn Decembre, 1943 F 


- ALEXANDER Prince de la Tour & Taſſis, 


. 


It 
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of the ſupreme Head of the Empire, and 
univerſal Laws and fundamental Conſtitution 
may be placed in Surety once for all againſt 
ſuch like intolerable Attacks. 


Francfort, Dec. 11, 1743. 
ALEXANDER Prince of Tour and Taxis, 


TAE E ND. 


